MAY 19]                      ST DUNSTAN, B. C                             525

All power and authority among men is derived from God, as Christ
declared to Pilate,1 and as the wise man often repeats. Whence St Paul
teaches us that " he who resisteth power, resisteth the ordinance of God." 2
On no men doth he confer the least degree of jurisdiction but with the
most severe injunction and obligation that they employ it according to
his will, and in the first place for the advancement of his divine honour.
Hence every father, master of a family, magistrate, or king is accountable
to God for those under his charge, and will be condemned as a traitor on
the last day if he employs not all the means in his power that God may be
known, praised, and faithfully served by them. This is the primary
obligation of those whom God hath vested with authority. In the faithful
discharge of this trust the glorious St Eric laid down his life.

Tke following feasts are celebrated on May 18 :

ST ERIC, King and martyr: ST POTAMON, Bishop of Heraclea in Egypt, " doubly a martyr
under the heathens and under the Arians," as St Athanasius writes : ST THEODOTTJS and seven
virgins; these heroic women, who had grown old in virtue, were delivered over to incredible
insults, having no defence but their prayers and tears; Theodotus, a vintner, a Christian, who
had been educated by one of them, was exhorted by her in a vision to rescue their bodies and
informed that he should die for the faith within two days : ST VENANTIUS, a very young martyr,
to whom Pope Clement X had a particular devotion.

MAY 19

ST DUNSTAN, CONFESSOR, ARCHBISHOP OF
CANTERBURY

HE was a native of the town of Glastonbury, of noble birth, and received
his education under certain Irish monks who were excellent masters of
the sciences and at that time resided at Glastonbury, which the wars had
left in a most ruinous condition. Dunstan outstripped his companions
in every branch of literature which he thought worth his attention, and
through the recommendations of Athelmus, Archbishop of Canterbury,
his uncle, with whom he had lived some time, was called to the court of
the great King Athelstan, a lover of virtue and learned men. Dunstan
had in his youth received the clerical tonsure and the lesser orders, and
from his cradle been fervent in practising every means of virtue, especially
of modesty, purity, and humility. After he left the court he took the
monastic habit, being advised thereto by Elphegus the Bald, Bishop of
Winchester, also his uncle, who not long after ordained him priest. When
he was well grounded in the knowledge and practice of the duties of his
profession, the bishop, on giving him proper instructions for his conduct,
sent him to Glastonbury with the view of serving that church. Here he
built for himself a small cell five feet long and two and a half broad, with
an oratory adjoining to the wall of the great church, which was dedicated

1 John xix.                            a Rom. xiii. a.